SHAKESPEARE MONOLOGUES FOR WOMEN


   NB: All act, scene and line numbers refer to the Riverside edition of the Complete Works. Where the line number is single (cf. 18), the piece is a single speech; when two numbers are given (cf. 74-100), a piece must be edited out from two or more speeches. Try to keep an audition monologue under 30 lines.

   (pr*) denotes a speech in prose.  

Tragedies:

Antony and Cleopatra

Cleopatra

I, v, 18; IV, xv, 73; V, ii, 74-100

Coriolanus



Volumnia

V, iii, 94-182

Hamlet



Ophelia

II, i, 72-97; III, i, 150






Gertrude

IV, vii, 166

Julius Caesar



Portia


II, i, 237-302

King Lear



Goneril

I, iii, 3-26; I, iv, 201-52






Cordelia

IV, iv, 1-29

Macbeth



Lady Macbeth

I, v, 1-58

Othello



Desdemona

IV, ii, 148






Emilia


IV, iii, 71-103

Romeo and Juliet


Nurse


I, iii, 11-48






Juliet


II, ii, 85; III, ii, 1; IV, iii, 14

Comedies:

All’s Well that Ends Well

Helena


I, i, 79; I, iii, 191; III, ii, 99






Countess

III, iv, 1-42

As You Like It


Rosalind

III, v, 35; Epilogue (pr*)





Phebe


III, v, 8; III, v, 109

The Comedy of Errors

Adriana

II, i, 87-115; II, ii, 110






Luciana

III, ii, 1






Abbess


V, i, 68

Love’s Labour’s Lost

Princess

II, i, 13; V, ii, 788

Measure for Measure

Isabella

II, iv, 171

The Merchant of Venice

Portia


III, ii, 1; III, ii, 149; III, iv, 57-78; IV, i, 184

The Merry Wives of Windsor
Mistress Page

II, i, 1 (pr*)









Mistress Quickly
II, ii, 59 (pr*)

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Helena


I, i, 226






Titania


II, i, 81; II, i, 121

The Taming of the Shrew

Kate


III, ii, 8; V, ii, 136

Troilus and Cressida


Cressida

I, ii, 282; III, ii, 113-133

Twelfth Night


Viola


II, ii, 17; II, iv, 87-121






Olivia


I, v, 289-311

The Two Gentlemen of Verona
Julia


I, ii, 101; IV, iv, 90; IV, iv, 179

Histories:
King John



Constance

III, i, 1-129; III, iv, 23-105

Richard the Second


Duchess

I, ii, 9; I, ii, 44-74

Henry the Fourth, Part One
Lady Percy

II, iii, 37

Henry the Fourth, Part Two
Rumour

Prologue






Hostess

II, i, 85 (pr*)






Lady Percy

II, iii, 9

Henry the Fifth


Chorus


Prologue; Choruses II, III, IV, V






Hostess

II, iii, 9

Henry the Sixth, Part One

Joan


I, ii, 72; V, iii, 1; V, iv, 36

Henry the Sixth, Part Two

Duchess

II, iv, 19-57






Margaret

I, iii, 42-87; III, i, 4; III, ii, 73

Henry the Sixth, Part Three
Margaret

I, i, 230; I, iv, 66; V, iv, 1; V, v, 51

Richard the Third


Margaret

I, iii, 186; IV, iv, 82






Lady Anne

I, ii, 1; IV, i, 65






Elizabeth

IV, iv, 271-429

Henry the Eighth


Katharine

II, iv, 13; IV, ii,131-73 

Romances:


Cymbeline



Queen


I, v, 10-85; III, i, 14






Imogen

I, vi, 128-155; III, ii, 26-82; III, iv, 74;









   III, vi, 1; IV, ii, 291

Pericles



Dionyza

IV, iii, 28-51






Marina


IV, i, 50-64; IV, vi, 161-187

Tempest



Ariel


I, ii, 195-237; III, iii, 53






Miranda

I, ii, 351

The Winter’s Tale


Hermione

II, i,105-124; III, ii, 22-116






Paulina

            III, ii, 175-214


The Two Noble Kinsmen

Emilia


I, iii, 55; IV, ii, 1; V, i, 137

  (Shakespeare/Fletcher)

Jailer’s Daughter
II, iv; II, vi; III, ii; III, iv


